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The question as to who first proposed Jackson
for the presidency will probably never be answered.
The victory at New Orleans evidently brought the
idea into many minds. As the campaign of 1816
was beginning, Aaron Burr wrote to his son-in-law
that, if the country wanted a President of firmness
and decision, "that man is Andrew Jackson/' Not
apparently until 1821 was the suggestion put for-
ward in such a way as to lead Jackson himself to
take note of it. Even then he scoffed at it. To a
friend who assured him that he was not "safe from
the presidency " in 1824, he replied: " I really hope

you don't think that I am d------fool enough to

believe that. No sir; I may be pretty well satisfied
with myself in some things, but am not vain enough
for that." On another occasion he declared: "No
sir; I know what I am fit for. I can command a
body of men in a rough way; but I am not fit
to be President."

It really mattered little what the General himself
thought. His Tennessee friends had conceived the
idea that he could be elected, and already they
were at work to realize this vision. One of the
most active was John H. Eaton, who had lately
written the hero's biography down to the return
from New Orleans. Another of his friends was